
FLOOD HAZARD - DISTRICT 5

STATE PLAN

Goal 3:  Mitigate the potential loss of life and property from flooding.

Objective 3.1:  Increase the public awareness of flood mitigation.

Objective 3.2:  Reduce the number of current and future structures in the floodplain.

Objective 3.3:  Prevent flooding of structures and infrastructure from inadequate storm drainage and poorly 
designed irrigation waterways.

Objective 3.4:  Provide adequate warning of flooding events.

Objective 3.5:  Improve the effectiveness of flood insurance programs.

Objective 3.6:  Reduce the risk of dam or levee failure.

COUNTY MITIGATION PROJECT PRIORITY

Big Horn Increase awareness among smaller dam owners of maintenance and 
upkeep needs.

M

Big Horn Assess and address storm drainage issues in Lodge Grass. H

Big Horn Assess and address storm drainage and flood issues along roadways 
in the county.

H

Big Horn Identify and address potential impacts of flooding on water supply and 
waste water systems.

L

Big Horn Assess and address storm drainage issues in Hardin. H

Big Horn Examine potential impacts of flushing flows to existing and future 
development along the Big Horn River.

M

Big Horn Identify and implement options to reduce impacts to new and existing 
development in high hazard flood areas.

L

Big Horn Work to complete the FEMA FIRM floodplain maps for the entire 
county.

H

Big Horn Continue to test emergency response for dam failure. M

Carbon Broadcast weather warnings through dispatch. H
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Carbon Maintain network of flood watchers. M

Carbon Invite the NWS to make a presentation on flooding. M

Carbon Implement E-911, reverse calling. H

Carbon Educate citizens about dam failure warning system. M

Carbon Maintain sand bag supplies. M

Carbon Devise warning system for failure of Glacier Lake Dam M

Carbon Procure maps of revised floodplains as appropriate. M

Carbon Work with FEMA to study floodplain delineations. H

Carbon Remove old bridge abutments in Rock Creek to prevent flooding. M

Carbon Develop a storm drainage plan for Red Lodge. M

Carbon Devise warning system for failure of Cooney Reservoir. M

Carbon Provide information about building in the floodplain. M
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Carbon Address drainage problem at Cedarwood Villa Nursing Home. M

Crow 
Reservation

Invite FEMA representative(s) to present the National Flood Insurance 
program to the Crow Tribe.

M

Crow 
Reservation

Assess the benefits and costs of participation and make decision on 
whether to participate in the National Flood Insurance program.

M

Crow 
Reservation

Until other information is available, use the aerial photos of the 1978 
flood to locate new development outside of flood-prone areas.

M

Crow 
Reservation

Make sure that the DES office has copies of the Flood Hazard 
Boundary maps and aerial photos.

M

Crow 
Reservation

Work with BIA, Big Horn County, Montana Dept of Transportation, 
Crow Tribal Public Works to identify storm drainage issues for roads.

M

Crow 
Reservation

Assess and address need for storm drainage improvements in Crow 
Agency and other communities.

H

Crow 
Reservation

Address storm drainage issues in downtown Lodge Grass. H

Crow 
Reservation

Identify and address blockages caused by beaver, downed trees, 
debris, etc. in Lodge Grass and other communities on the Reservation.

H
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Golden Valley Install movement sensors on face of Deadman’s Basin Dam to detect 
pending failure.

M

Golden Valley Install an early warning system on Deadman’s Basin Dam to interface 
with dispatch in Ryegate.

M

Golden Valley Install larger culverts/drainage structures where repetitive flood 
damage occurs.

M

Golden Valley Provide NOAA weather radios to ranchers downstream from 
Deadman’s Basin Dam and residents in Ryegate.

M

Golden Valley Conduct elevation survey of buildings in Ryegate subject to flooding. M

Musselshell Anchor fuel oil tanks at residences in floodplain. M

Musselshell Remove debris and logs within the Musselshell River drainages M

Musselshell Update dike around city water supply. M

Musselshell Develop ice jam control procedures. M

Musselshell Elevate highway in south portion of county (access to Billings). L
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Musselshell Develop ordinances and residential zoning designed to prevent new 
construction in floodplain.

M

Musselshell Educate public on flood prevention and protection measures. M

Musselshell Educate public on flood insurance. H

Stillwater Maintain sand bag supplies at each road district. M

Stillwater Address drainage issue at Montana Silversmiths. H

Stillwater Install an automated warning system for failure of Mystic Lake Dam. H

Stillwater Implement E-911 and implement the reverse calling function. H

Stillwater Develop a storm drainage plan for Columbus. M

Stillwater Maintain network of flood watchers to monitor build up, runoff, and 
precipitation events.

M

Stillwater Make information available to the public about building in the 
floodplain.

M

Stillwater Invite the National Weather Service to give a presentation on flooding. M
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Stillwater Educate potentially affected citizens about warning system for dam 
failure.

M

Stillwater Continue to broadcast warning information from the National Weather 
Service through dispatch.

H

Wheatland Install an early warning system on Bair, Martinsdale and Deadman’s 
Basin Dams to interface with dispatch .

M

Wheatland Install movement sensors on face of Bair, Martinsdale and Deadman’s 
Basin Dams to detect pending failure.

M

Wheatland Consider structural project in Shawmut where flood waters overtop 
railroad grade and impact town properties.

M

Wheatland Provide NOAA weather radios to ranchers downstream from Bair, 
Martinsdale and Deadman’s Basin Dams.

H

Wheatland Remove debris and logs in waterways to prevent flooding. H

Wheatland Construct structural projects in Harlowton to update dikes. M

Yellowstone Repetitive loss structure buyout. L

Yellowstone Reduce Rimrock Road and Molt Road flooding. M
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Yellowstone Highway 87/Alkali Creek crossing improvement. H

Yellowstone Billings west end retention pond/diversion channel. M

Yellowstone Feasibility study for irrigation canal unloading structures/linear parks. L

Yellowstone Reduce Echo Canyon/Zephyr Lane flooding. L

Yellowstone Resolution of Clarks Camp problem. M

Yellowstone Floodplain mapping. M

Yellowstone New floodplain regulations. M

Yellowstone Highway 3 storm water runoff management. M

Yellowstone Storm drain in Laurel (refer to mitigation plan January 22, 2002). M

Yellowstone 12-Mile Creek- Dam failure on Box Spring Road. M
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